Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 14th January 2026 Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Councillors Julian Sleath, Wayne Harding, Neil Bates, Karen Dunwoodie, Wendy Robinson and Clerk Julie Sleath. North Yorkshire Councillor Simon Myers plus 1 member of the public.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wed 12 Nov 2025 were approved and signed
2. Apologies received from Cllr Sophie Lemal, PCSOs Jayne Grace and Julia Runciman. 
3. To record members’ interests: none
4. Public Participation: no comments or concerns raised by the public
5. Village Matters

5.1 To receive any reports of antisocial behaviour – none reported
5.2 NYCC Police update.  

We have had 26 incidents reported to the Police in Hellifield between 10.11.25 & 12.01.26

Reports include – Safeguarding, Abandon Calls, Highway disruption – broken down vehicle A682  

Firearms check police admin, seized/drugs – Documents, Concern for welfare – Ambulance dealt, 

Loose dog. Police generated activity/drugs/ Theft of electricity, Vehicle seized/drugs – ongoing investigation 

10.11.25 & 01.12.25 – Crime Violence

28.11.25 - RTC – single vehicle – A682

14.12.25 – RTC – single vehicle – A65

17.12.25 – RTC – 2 vehicle – A65

03.01.26 – RTC – single vehicle

06.01.26 – Crime theft – taxi fare

5.3 Clerk’s actions following last meeting: 
Minutes prepared / approved / cascaded to Councillors for approval. Documents numbered and filed within records in Institute. Records replaced following investigation into Coppice Lane enquiry. Minutes / next Agenda posted on Noticeboards and Website. Christmas Lights Switch on Posters created and posted on noticeboards and in shops. Response to Pauline Wright re HPC contribution to Methodist Chapel, Confirmed / cancelled payment for Community Pub. Confirmed/paid contrib to Football Club toilet replacement. Precept submitted 10.12.2025 Notification to Harriet Maddock re disqualification from Councillor post due to non-attendance at meetings. Confirmed to NYC re Harriet removal from Council and updated Website. Approved and booked Institute for 2026 meetings/police drop ins. Posters posted. Chased NYC re bushes and borders in the main Car Park. Works completed on 20/11. Reported thorny vegetation at bus stop layby to NYC. Works completed on 22 Nov. Website and FB updated with warning re Settle burglary 17/11. Mobile Library promotion on Website/Facebook. Letter from P Emsley re stepping down from running CSW Team cascaded to Councillors. Identified that Milestone marker needs planning permission as a listed ‘building’. Assistance requested from NYC. Wesley centre request to install a bench in the bus stop layby on A65 needs redirection to NYC. Thorndale fencing quote Approved from Richard Haythornthwaite. Work outstanding. Station Road tree limb hanging over swings. Authorised removal to TreeTops/completed. Cascaded Simon Myers emails re Govt funding for Special Needs education / Coniston Bridge works. Approved added spend on planters (within budget). Back Lane picnic area for WI Tree 110 yrs anniversary visited/ suggested siting / smaller tree suggested. Nov and Dec Salaries / payments / schedule / VAT and spreadsheet all completed and cross checked. Banking finalised. Planning Applications etc cascaded and added to January Agenda. Jan Agenda Prepped. Posted several Police/Fire / MP Julian Smith updates onto FB/Website. Significant investigation into Network Rail invoices and the location of the lights for which we pay the ‘right of light’ for access and maintenance of lights on their property. Agreements supplied some copies of old maps from 1937/1968 and 1969, but very difficult to discern the lights referred to. Compared to NYC map of lighting and managed to identify / ready to pay. £184.52. Further claim from Network Rail for HPC rights of access to the Exchange sidings lights. Similar agreements requested. Chased Cowgills re Grass Cutting quote for 2026

5.4 Review Grass Cutting Contract – Cowgills have agreed to extend current 3 year contract for a further year to the end of 2026/7 season at the same rate. Cllr Sleath proposed that this be approved. Seconded by Cllr Harding and all voted in favour.

5.5 Christmas Lights Review – all went well, most well supported Christmas event ever, suspect partially due to involvement of school and children switching on the lights. (future child’s gift bag added to Agenda Prep for Sept meeting) Spend including food and lights (erecting and taking down) was slightly under budget. Next year lights will need to be removed from the existing tree and replaced. The tree will also need to have the top removed as it is considered to be big enough. 

5.6 Village spring clean/Litter-pick – Cllr Dunwoodie confirmed that the Great British Spring Clean 2026 (organised by Keep Britain Tidy) will be held from March 13-29 this year and that registration must be complete by 13 February. Support and resource are available and NYC are happy to pick up bags of rubbish from agreed locations. Cllr Dunwoodie  is prepared to take this forward and will liase with the Clerk to register. Cllr Sleath proposed that this be approved, Cllr Robinson seconded and all voted in favour.  
6. Council Matters 
6.1 Allotments – following tree and hedge trimming, the gated entry to the allotments has been exposed and is clearly in need of renewal. Quotes to be obtained.
6.2 Playgrounds – Fencing on Thorndale (commenced 26/1/26)

6.3 Section 106 monies update. Cllr Myers is still attempting to resolve this issue with NY Council. Monies are awaited.
6.4 Mile Marker (Milestone) renovation –Station Road bus stop (Settle Direction).  Planning application made and further info required. Cllr Myers requested copies of correspondence.
7.  Report from North Yorkshire Councillor, Simon Myers. The main issue for NY Council in December and from now until February is setting the Budget.

I have shared the rather lengthy and complex slides from our Members’ Budget Seminar with Councillors. The main headline points would seem to be that the ‘Fair’ Funding Review has led to more cuts to Government funding to NYC. Taking into account the £8 million unfunded increase in employer NIC, the cut to funding for the Council of £42 million since the General Election. 

The pressures to the Budget are as ever CYPS, SEND and Adult Social Care. There may be some better news regarding SEND funding as has been suggested but we will have to wait and see.

The presumption of Government funding is that all Councils will increase Council Tax by the maximum of 4.99%. It is difficult to see how we can avoid this in the context of us using £17 million from reserves to balance the budget. This is despite the fact that we have made £88 million is savings since LGR 3 years ago in April.

It is worth noting that we are in a much better financial position than most Local Authorities, largely because we have made some difficult decisions early on. And we believe that, providing nothing disastrous comes from Whitehall, the savings will continue to filter through and the financial position will improve. I have just been speaking to Julian Smith MP who is lobbying Ministers on our behalf to try and improve the financial settlement. I asked him to challenge Whitehall to make the 11% savings we are making in my Portfolio this year. 

The only other thing to highlight is that our new ‘Super mobile’ Library will be calling in Hellifield on the 22nd January from 11.45-12.45 at the Back Lane Car Park. This is very welcome and I hope people will use this service which is being restored after a number of years. It will be calling at Hellifield every month and there is also a new stop at Long Preston. I am delighted that we have invested in a new, improved mobile Library and that it is finally operational. 

8. Correspondence:
8.1 EV Charging NYC Pilot does not appear to relate to Hellifield which does not fall within the scope of this project. Gargrave have EV Units and Hellifield should be considered on the same basis.  Cllr Myers will pick up with NYC.
9.   Street Lighting: 
· Lancs and Yorks Terrace (repair invoice still not received).
· Remaining Light / lamp post at East View needs to be removed – ongoing from Light Replacement programme.

10. Highways: none.
11. Planning items: no comments to any of the below
a) Application Number: ZA24/26605/FUL FOOTPATH NO.05.25118 HELLIFIELD DIVERSION ORDER 2025. The Authority gives notice that it has made an Order on 11th November 2025 under Section 257 of

the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 because it is satisfied that it is necessary to divert the public

footpath described below to enable development described in the Schedule to be carried out in accordance with the planning permission granted

b) Application No: ZA25/27346/FUL Full planning permission granted for the conversion of agricultural building to dwelling Location: Swinden Manor, Barn, Mill Lane, Swinden, BD23 4LS
c) Application No: ZA25/27410/HH Full planning permission granted for two storey rear extension and front Porch Location: 41 Park Crescent, Hellifield BD23 4HD
d) Application Number: ZA25/27514/FUL Proposal: Full planning permission for new highway access to agricultural land Location: Green Farm, Gisburn Road, Hellifield BD23 4LA (Planning Objection Raised)
e) YDNPA application - Full planning permission for construction of agricultural farm track (retrospective) at Little Newton, Long Preston, Skipton (GR:385131, 457683) - C/42/601H – Stapletons/Switchers Farm

f) Application Number: ZA25/27550/FUL Proposal: Full planning permission for the construction of a two-storey building for use as holiday accommodation. Hayber Farm, Land To West, Nappa, BD23 4LT

g) Application Number: 26/00101/FUL Proposal:Full planning permission for reconstruction of the former shippon building for tourism use (retrospective) at Haugh Field Farm Track To Haugh Farm BD23 4EH

       12. Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters including receipts, payments, transfers, donations. 
a. To sign payments and receipts schedules for November and December 2025.
b. Appoint new Internal Auditor. Discussed clerk to approach suggested parties to replace John Bownass who is retiring.
 13.  To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. (none)
 Meeting concluded at 8:30 pm.
Date of next meeting - in the Village Institute – Wed 11th March 2026 7:30pm.  
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath – Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council – January 2026

